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Indian navy, when employed on the coast of Abyssinia and
Nubia, used the remedy or not. I believe they did, as I am
aware that many of them suffered greatly from tape-worm; and
One of the party, although eighteen years have elapsed, is not free
from the disease even at the present day.
On making inquiries in the Aden bazaars, I had no difficulty

whatever in finding the plant. The Arabs, indeed, fortunately
for them, are almost free from the disease that so afflicts their

Abyssinian neighbours; but it is known to them as a purge. The
specimens brought from the bazaar are decidedly inferior, and so
old, that I conceive the flowers must have lost a considerable

part of their virtue. I do not, therefore, send any of that ; but a
native has despatched an order to Massowah, the port of Abys-
sinia, for a supply, which I shall not fail to forward to England
by the earliest opportunity. I feel sanguine of being able to
procure a regular and constant supply in a short time, at a very
cheap rate, through the medium of two Abyssinian youths,
formerly educated in Bombay, and now residing with their
father near Adowah. The sample now in my possession has
been obtained from this source. I am not yet aware of its cost,
but I am confident that even were it sent overland from Aden, it
would not prove an expensive medicine.
You are at full liberty to make any use you please of this

communication. Should, through my agency, the use of the
plant become more generally known, it will afford me sincere

pleasure; and if there are any other points relative to the plant,
on which you require information, I shall be most happy to
furnish them, so far as lies in my power.

I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
JAMES VAUGHAN, M.R.C.S.L.,

Assistant-Surgeon Bombay Army; Port & Civil
Aden, Aug. 7, 1850. Surgeon, Aden, Arabia Felix.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Seeing in your journal that Kousso has been tried in

England for the extermination of t&aelig;nia, I beg to add the result
of two or three cases. The first was that of an Englishman who
has been domesticated in Abyssinia, and after a year’s residence
in the country, was attacked with tape-worm ; the medicine
taken was Kousso, which had the effect of giving him two months’
freedom from them, but at the end of tbat time they returned,
and continue to do so unless a dose of this medicine is again
taken. Removal from the country has not eradicated them, and
on this man’s return to Abyssinia, when I saw him,he was suffering
from them, until a respite was obtained by having recourse to
the usual dose as breakfast, sufficiently to produce giddiness and
nausea, followed by purging, when hf voided a live worm,upwards
of a foot in length. This is an almost universal complaint of the
country, and the Kousso is the r medy generally used ; but four
or five other vegetable substances are also taken, of more or less
power, and possessing similar properties. The production of the
worm is by some attributed to the water, by others to the eating ’,
raw meat, which, together with grass (?), may not be improbable. 
The scarcity of salt is another imputed cause, i

I procured some Kousso from Abyssinia, and gave a large I
dose of it to a patient ; the effect was, after considerably affecting I
the head, stomach, and bowels, the evacuation of fragments of I

tsenia, and a whole worm, said to be a fathom in length. I saw, Ihowever, two which had passed from him, the smaller one having i
a shape and size similar to that of a leech, and of a whitish Imembranous colour. He remained quite free from them for six
months, when I began to think him cured, but unfortunately they
returned.

Apparently this remedy promises extermination no more radi-
cally than pomegranate. Should it prove otherwise, the few native
traders at Massowah would, after some time, doubtless export it,
at a price within reach of those who commonly suffer from that
complaint. I have the honour to be, Sir, i

Your obedient servant, 
Bombay, July 24,1850. 
-, 

JAMES DAUBENY. i

JAMES VAUGHAN, M.R.C.S.L.,
Assistant-Surgeon Bombay Army; Port & Civil

Surgeon, Aden, Arabia Felix.

JAMES DAUBENY.

CHOREA AND HIP-DISEASE.

GEORGE L. COOPER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;If I followed the advice of my friends, both in and
out of the profession, I should allow the letter in your journal
of this day, from Mr. William Highmore, M.D., M.R.C.S., to
pass unnoticed-in fact, to treat it with the silence it de-
serves ; but there are a few points which f must reply to, pre-
viously to bidding that gentleman a farewell.
In the first place, he questions the possibility of checking

the earliest symptoms of hip-joint disease, under any circum-
stances, in eight days. To this remark I shall merely recom-
mend him to wiser heads than his own-a fact well known to
be the case, in certain constitutions, by every surgeon of ex-

perience. In the next, he lays down the law, by saying "the
child has not, and never had, incipient hip-disease, that he
could detect." Now, Sir, I am not aware that Mr. William
Highmore has been, or is at the present time, an indisputable
authority in these cases, nor should I believe it, after this
specimen, considering that he came in at the lag end, and
consequently could not be a competent judge, unless he pos-
sesses extra powers of clairvoyance, in knowing the past as
well as the future. Then he seems quite unaware that in
scrofulous children the bowels are often torpid, and the secre-
tions depraved, requiring, and being much benefited by, small
doses of mercury-with-chalk; but he would at once, in a sub-
acute disease, recommend tonics, such as iron, and leave the
remainder to a natural issue. Keep me from such erudite
skill," to use his own words, as he possesses.
Now, with regard to his cherished child, " chorea," I may

positively assert that the little patient had not a symptom of
that disease: the muscular twitchings observed by Mr. High-
more were merely the result of trifling debility, consequent
upon a slight antiphlogistic treatment having been necessarily
adopted-a circumstance common after most diseases, either
in scrofulous or in healthy constitutions, and readily yielding
to the mildest tonics and more liberal diet. This is designated
" chorea" by Mr. William Highmore, M.D., M.R.C.S.
With reference to the subject of professional etiquette, I

may again state that I made no appointment with Mr. High-
more ; I did not know him by name or address, nor was I made
acquainted with his temporary residence in town, or engage-
ments ; and further, I do not hesitate in stating my belief,
that no surgeon of reputation would meddle with, or alter the
position of, a patient, until the usual medical attendant of the
family had arrived, knowing that he was expected every
moment, but detained by some unforeseen circumstance.

I now, Sir, take leave of this matter, and remain, your
obedient servant, GEORGE L. COOPER.
Woburn-place, Russell-square, Aug. 1850.

THE PRIZE ESSAY ON ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS.

WILLIAM B. CARPENTER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-If your correspondent, who signs himself " A Candidate

who sent in his Essay in Time," will turn to my reply to the first
letter of &deg;&deg; Justus," (See THE LANCET for July 27,) he will see
why I cannot give him the satisfaction he seeks. Of course, if
he knows so little of me as to think me capable of taking an un-
fair advantage of my competitors, my denial of having done so
will have no adequate weight with him. I would recommend
him, therefore, to put his question to Messrs. Gilpin and Beggs,
the agents of the donor of the prize; and have only to request,
that when he has got what he deems a satisfactory reply from
those gentlemen, he will let the readers of THE LANCET know
whether I was, or was not, one of the paities who " wrote to the
adjudicators of the prize, informing them that they could not
possibly be ready," and for whose convenience the judges desired
the Essays to be returned which were ready, and postponed the
adjudication for nine months beyond the specified time.
When I say that I court the fullest publicity as to my share in

this transaction, and that I am perfectly ready to give all the in-
formation in my power to any one who may ask it openly, as one
gentleman of another; I sufficiently indicate that I have nothing
to be ashamed of in my own proceedings with reference to it.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM B. CARPENTER.

Regent’s-park-terrace, Sept. 2, 1850.

THE EDINBURGH MONTHLY JOURNAL AND ITS
CONTRIBUTORS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In your last number appears a letter from Dr. Simpson.

As in that letter he claims for himself and his co-editors a power
not exercised by others holding the same position in the literary
world-a power which must exert a very injurious influence
over the literary and scientific interests both of the Edinburgh
Monthly Journal and of its contributors, perhaps you will allow
me, as a contributor of several papers to the periodical in ques-
tion, briefly to review the powers claimed by Dr. Simpson, and
to indicate one of the necessary consequences of the exercise of
these powers.

First.-Dr. Simpson claims for himself and colleagues the
right to omit any portion of a communication, which portion has
for its object the refutation of peculiar, and not universally-ad-mitted opinions, if those opinions are entertained by any one of


